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Reading, Writing and Learning in ESL

 (
Introduction
Returning to 
K-12 
teaching after a five year hiatus, I was shocked by how much classrooms had changed.  A regimented revolution had occurred and it seemed like I couldn’t be creative anymore.  Elementary schools 
seemed to be emphasizing
 reading groups at the expen
se of writing.  
  
As 
an 
English
 for Speakers of Other Languages (
ESOL
)
 teacher, I felt even more panicked.  My students were placed into the lowest groups where they had to complete 
simplistic 
worksheets that asked them to work at the lowest levels of Bloom’s
 Taxonomy
.  They were
 
n
o
t having deep and passionate conversations ab
out their reading and they were definitely NOT 
writing.
I knew that my students 
could
 work at higher levels but that they just needed the right conditions and tools to support their journey.  
More importantly, these conditions and tools needed to be wrapped up in an integrated and engaging unit that inspired them to become more in charge of their learning.  
I decided to pursue an author study
 in order to incorporate teaching
 the following
: 
reading strategies
reading like a writer
 and writing like a reader
ESOL development in listening, speaking, reading and writing
mentor texts and 
writing craft
providing scaffolding but NOT a rigid formula
making cross curricular connections
realizing that we all have the power to impact the world
Even if you are not 
officially
 an E
SOL teacher, in reality, we are all language teachers
!  
Our students – both ESOL and native speakers – pick up much of their social and academic language during the school day.  
The great news is that the strategies we use with ESOL students 
are strategies that work for ALL
 students
 and with which you are already familiar
!  
Good luck!
)






















































FAQs
Frequently Asked Questions

 (
My school already uses a reader’s notebook where students document their reading and strategies.  Isn’t this the same thing?
Well…maybe!  A reader’s notebook can mean almost anything, even something as basic as keeping a list of books students have read.  The point of this notebook is not to just check up on students to make sure they are reading.  Rather, it is to get them to go beyond comprehension and more towards developing a deeper understanding of literature and thus a love of it.  Readers’ notebooks can also help students to keep track of thinking across books.  This helps them identify themes, burning questions and topics that they enjoy reading and may want to explore in their writing.
)










 (
Won’t I frustrate my ESOL students by asking questions and assigning tasks at the higher levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy?
Yes, if you start the tasks and assignments with the highest levels…and you will probably frustrate a lot of native speakers as well.  There will always be a few kids in our classrooms that can start with the most complicated tasks and perform quite well.  This, however, is not the reality for most of our students, particularly our ESOL students who are at a level 1 or 2.  
The great news is that studies have shown that ESOL students whose lessons include higher level thinking skills are able to reach higher achievement than those who receive instruction at the lower levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy
.  But, we 
must all provide plenty of scaffolding and support as students move through our assignments.  
Start with lower level tasks and build up to those at higher levels.
) (
How do I organize this?  My students already have a writer’s notebook and I really can’t read two notebooks for each student!
This is really a personal choice.  I struggled with this question myself as I wanted students to see that these two subjects were inherently intertwined but did not want to go crazy searching for their entries.  I finally settled on having students use the same notebook that was divided into a 2-Subject notebook with tabs.  This allowed them to have all their writing in one place and me to easily find their entries.  Remember, if you or your students are confused about where an entry should go…celebrate!  It means that students are making amazing connections in their literacy.  
)



















Resources

Angelillo, Janet.  Writing about Reading: From Book Talk to Literary Essays Grades 3-
8.  Heinemann, 2003.

This book is a fast read that is filled with practical ideas on how to support students as they learn to write about their reading.  Angelillo includes day by day outlines for teaching book reviews and literary essays as well as several scripted lessons.  The book also includes student samples of several types of writing about reading.  I used it with my seventh graders several years ago and after returning to teaching, I found it just as useful for my third and fifth grade ESOL and native speaker students.

Buckner, Aimee.  Notebook Connections: Strategies for the Reader’s Notebook.  
Stenhouse, 2009.

The tone of this book is inviting and conversational.  You feel as if you’re chatting with a friendly and more experienced colleague.  Buckner shares her lessons, student work and personal growth process in regards to using a reader’s notebook in the class.  What I found particularly helpful was her inclusion of a Writing Connection at the end of each strategy.  While I have not used all of these connections, they have helped me to think about how to make the Reading-Writing connection in all my lessons.

Gottlieb, Margot.  Assessing English Language Learners: Bridges From Language 
Proficiency to Academic Achievement. Corwin Press, 2006.

I know the title of this book includes the bad word, assessing, but Gottlieb uses the word in the most classroom-friendly manner.  While the book does discuss formal standardized assessments, the focus is on formative and summative assessments you can do to better understand your English Language Learners.  

O’Malley, J. Michael and Valdez-Pierce, Lorraine.  Authentic Assessment for English 
Language Learners: Practical Approaches for Teachers.  Addison Wellesley, 1996.

Here is another book that includes assessment in the title but is more about the actual teaching of ESOL students!  This book includes some chapters on ESL theory but I love it for all the practical applications and examples.  There are many rubrics and checklists you can use straight out of the book or adapt to your own needs.  The book is geared towards Language Arts instruction and focuses on all four domains of language: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  


Peregoy, Suzanne and Boyle, Owen. Reading, Writing and Learning in ESL: A 
Resource Book for Teaching K-12 English Learners. 5th edition.  Allyn and Bacon, 2008.

If you can only buy one book about English Language Learners, this is the one to buy.  If you are not that interested in the theory behind working with ELL, you will probably want to skip the first few chapters, as they can be a bit dry in that textbook kind of way.  The remainder of the book, however, is FULL of strategies, activities, student examples and lessons that you can modify and adapt for your classroom.  

Ray, Katie Wood.  Study Driven:  A Framework for Planning Units of Study in the 
Writing Workshop. Heinemann, 2006.

I am a little biased because Katie Wood Ray is one of my favorite authors.  I have read and used all her books but always secretly dreamed of a practical guide to accompany them.   This is it!  The book really supports new and veteran teachers in creating genre studies (and other units) that allow students to be immersed in the types of literature they will produce.  One of my favorite aspects of the book is her inclusion of SO MANY examples, lessons and resources.
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Mind Walks
                            A PreReading or PreWriting Activity

Listen and Imagine

You are going to take a memory walk with me.

Close your eyes and put your head down on the table…but DON’T fall asleep!

Listen to what I say and let your imagination run wild as you think about what the word HOME means to you.

Talk

Take 2!  Talk to your partner for two minutes about what you imagined.

Write!

Spend 5 minutes writing down whatever came to mind about your idea of home.  If a freewrite seems stressful, try a list or web.
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It’s Party Time!

- A Pre-Reading Activity

Read, Talk and Listen



Read the slip of paper in front of you.  On it is one line 

from the book, Fly Away Home.



Walk around the room and talk to three other 

people…about your slip of paper and theirs!



What do you think the story will be about???

Write!



Open your notebook.



Write a few sentences 

predicting

what the story is 

about.



Write 2 (or more) questions that you have.  Make them 

JUICY!
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It’s Party Time!
                                       - A Pre-Reading Activity

Read, Talk and Listen

Read the slip of paper in front of you.  On it is one line from the book, Fly Away Home.

Walk around the room and talk to three other people…about your slip of paper and theirs!

What do you think the story will be about???

Write!

Open your notebook.

Write a few sentences predicting what the story is about.

Write 2 (or more) questions that you have.  Make them JUICY!
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Eyes and Hands Across Page

-

Students need to READ and WRITE…in class!           



Finish reading the story.



Spend a couple of minutes thinking of a question that 

you still have.  Write that question in your notebook. 



Choose one of the following entries for your notebook:



Answer your question.



Answer your partner’s question.



Answer this question:  What lesson does Eve Bunting want 

us to learn from this book?



Whose life do you think was harder – the father or 

Andrew’s?


Microsoft_Office_PowerPoint_Slide4.sldx
Eyes and Hands Across Page
                 - Students need to READ and WRITE…in class!           



Finish reading the story.

Spend a couple of minutes thinking of a question that you still have.  Write that question in your notebook. 

Choose one of the following entries for your notebook:

Answer your question.

Answer your partner’s question.

Answer this question:  What lesson does Eve Bunting want us to learn from this book?

Whose life do you think was harder – the father or Andrew’s?
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Connecting Reading, Reflecting 

and Writing

- Yes, it has to be explicit!

Reading

• Journal entry 

as a character

• A theme that 

resonates with 

you in this 

book

• Write a found 

poem to 

show…in the 

book

Reflecting

• How does the author 

use the inner 

thoughts of 

characters to help us 

understand the story?

• Does this theme also 

come out in your 

writing?  In other 

books you read?

• How does the author 

use specific words to 

show…How do you 

do that?

Writing

• How can you 

incorporate inner 

monologue in your 

pieces?

• Write the theme at 

the top of the page 

and write an entry.

• Go through an 

older entry in your 

notebook.  Create a 

found poem from 

your own work to 

show…
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Connecting Reading, Reflecting and Writing
                			 - Yes, it has to be explicit!           







Reading





Journal entry as a character





A theme that resonates with you in this book





Reflecting





How does the author use the inner thoughts of characters to help us understand the story?





How does the author use specific words to show…How do you do that?





Writing





How can you incorporate inner monologue in your pieces?





Write the theme at the top of the page and write an entry.





Does this theme also come out in your writing?  In other books you read?





Write a found poem to show…in the book	





Go through an older entry in your notebook.  Create a found poem from your own work to show…
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Hands Across Page

- Writing like a reader



Think about the strategies that we use for transferring our 

reading thoughts into our writing thoughts.



Lift a line from one of the books you are reading and use it as 

inspiration for an entry in your writer’s notebook.



Lift a line from one of YOUR entries in your reader’s notebook and use 

it as inspiration for an entry in your writer’s notebook.



Take one line from your Memory Walk and use it as inspiration for a 

new entry.



Take a character from your story and incorporate them in your own 

writing.



Copy something about the author’s style and use the technique in your 

own writing.



Write about the same theme from your perspective.



Write your inspiration at the top of your page.



Write your entry.



Share your entry with a partner.
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Hands Across Page
                			 - Writing like a reader           

Think about the strategies that we use for transferring our reading thoughts into our writing thoughts.

Lift a line from one of the books you are reading and use it as inspiration for an entry in your writer’s notebook.

Lift a line from one of YOUR entries in your reader’s notebook and use it as inspiration for an entry in your writer’s notebook.

Take one line from your Memory Walk and use it as inspiration for a new entry.

Take a character from your story and incorporate them in your own writing.

Copy something about the author’s style and use the technique in your own writing.

Write about the same theme from your perspective.

Write your inspiration at the top of your page.

Write your entry.

Share your entry with a partner.
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Revising

- Writing like a reader



We are going to do 3 quick re-writes to get our revising 

juices flowing.  We will look at:



Structure



Voice



Time / Speed



Go back and look at your Memory Walk entry…or choose an 

entry you have in your notebook or even one of the Eve 

Bunting books we have here.



Take out a fresh piece of paper (or open a new document).



Take a minute to review your ORIGINAL document.



Now cover it up with your new piece and get ready to 

REVISE your ideas.
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Revising
                			 - Writing like a reader           

We are going to do 3 quick re-writes to get our revising juices flowing.  We will look at:

Structure

Voice

Time / Speed

Go back and look at your Memory Walk entry…or choose an entry you have in your notebook or even one of the Eve Bunting books we have here.

Take out a fresh piece of paper (or open a new document).

Take a minute to review your ORIGINAL document.

Now cover it up with your new piece and get ready to REVISE your ideas.
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Changing Structure

- Revising



Choose one of the following ideas.



Select one sentence and stretch it out into one 

page.



Change the genre of what you are writing.



Take the ending and put it first.



Create a web from the writing you already have.  

What ideas can you add?



Take one minute to mind-walk with your ideas.



Write as fast as you can for five minutes.
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Changing Structure
                			 - Revising          

Choose one of the following ideas.

Select one sentence and stretch it out into one page.

Change the genre of what you are writing.

Take the ending and put it first.

Create a web from the writing you already have.  What ideas can you add?

Take one minute to mind-walk with your ideas.

Write as fast as you can for five minutes.
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Changing Voice

- Revising



Choose one of the following ideas.



Change the point of view.



Write your piece from the point of view of an 

inanimate object that is present in the scene.



Take out any dialogue…



…or make the entire piece a dialogue.



Take one minute to mind-walk with your ideas.



Write as fast as you can for five minutes.
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Changing Voice
                			 - Revising          

Choose one of the following ideas.

Change the point of view.

Write your piece from the point of view of an inanimate object that is present in the scene.

Take out any dialogue…

…or make the entire piece a dialogue.

Take one minute to mind-walk with your ideas.

Write as fast as you can for five minutes.
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Changing Time / Speed

- Revising



Choose one of the following ideas.



Take a section where time moved fast…now, 

slow it down.



Take a section where time moved slowly…now 

speed it up.



Make a timeline of the events in your piece.  

What can you add or take away?



Take one minute to mind-walk with your ideas.



Write as fast as you can for five minutes.
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Changing Time / Speed
                			 - Revising          

Choose one of the following ideas.

 Take a section where time moved fast…now, slow it down.

Take a section where time moved slowly…now speed it up.

Make a timeline of the events in your piece.  What can you add or take away?

Take one minute to mind-walk with your ideas.

Write as fast as you can for five minutes.
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So, how do we make 

it work?

Why not try an author study to achieve:



Teaching reading strategies



Responding to literature in a reader’s notebook



Listening to and reading beautiful words



Using literature as inspiration



Remembering that picture books are not just for younger 

students



Sharing your passion with students



Addressing language development of ESOL students



“Sneaking” writing back into reading



SCAFFOLDING…NOT A STRAIT JACKET
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So, how do we make it work?



Why not try an author study to achieve:

Teaching reading strategies

Responding to literature in a reader’s notebook

Listening to and reading beautiful words

Using literature as inspiration

Remembering that picture books are not just for younger students

Sharing your passion with students

Addressing language development of ESOL students

“Sneaking” writing back into reading

SCAFFOLDING…NOT A STRAIT JACKET
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Mind Walks

A PreReading or PreWriting Activity

Listen and Imagine



You are going to take a memory walk with me.



Close your eyes and put your head down on the table…but 

DON’T 

fall asleep!



Listen to what I say and let your imagination run wild as 

you think about what the word HOME means to you.

Talk



Take 2!  Talk to your partner for two minutes about what 

you imagined.

Write!



Spend 5 minutes writing down whatever came to mind 

about your idea of home.  If a freewrite seems stressful, 

try a list or web.


